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MAIN ROADS WESTERN AUSTRALIA — RELIGIOUS TEMPLE ACCESS 
Grievance 

MRS A.K. HAYDEN (Darling Range) [9.19 am]: I thank the Minister for Transport for taking my grievance 
today. My grievance relates to the handling by Main Roads WA of an application to build a religious temple at 
lot 810 South Western Highway, a 35-acre lot in Wungong within the City of Armadale. The applicant, Pramod Property 
Management Pty Ltd, is proposing to build a temple and other supporting buildings. I wish to welcome the 
presence of the applicant and their supporters in the gallery today. The proposal includes access to the site from 
South Western Highway. This was approved by the joint development assessment panel on 11 February 2019 and 
has the support of the City of Armadale and the Western Australian Planning Commission. Despite the support of 
these authorities, Main Roads has sought to block safe access to and from the highway to this site on the basis that 
access should come off the existing local road, Rails Crescent. This position has been criticised by both the City of 
Armadale and the Western Australian Planning Commission, leaving the two departments for which the minister 
is responsible in disagreement. I would hate to be in the minister’s shoes, to be honest. 

It is my understanding that Main Roads has not actually rejected the proposal; more, that it is simply refusing to 
deal with the application in front of it. In the absence of a decision, Main Roads is not enabling the proponent to 
have access to their right of appeal to the State Administrative Tribunal. When there is no decision, there is no 
right to appeal. Instead, my constituents are stuck in limbo while Main Roads continues to push them to use an 
alternative access that is not supported by the Western Australian Planning Commission, the City of Armadale or 
neighbouring residents, who live in Rails Crescent and Wungong Close. Until this is resolved, they are unable to 
move forward with the build. The access in question consists of an unconstructed right of way that has been 
described as little more than a goat track, which traverses an abutting lot. It would force people coming from the 
temple to travel towards and through an extreme bushfire hazard area, which would not comply with the state’s 
bushfire guidelines. It would also force significant traffic through an existing rural residential area, which would 
adversely affect the amenity of the area and the people who live there. The WAPC noted in its report on the matter — 

The position of MRWA is questionable for the following reasons: 

• the use of Reserve 37199 for access is not considered appropriate as it reserved as Parks and 
Recreation under the City’s Town Planning Scheme No.4 and is vested with the City for the 
purposes of Public Recreation. The landowner of Lot 810 has no rights of access to this reserve 
and the City has indicated that it is not prepared to support the excision of the reserve for road 
purposes. In addition, a watercourse bisects this reserve in an east–west direction so there could 
be environmental issues associated with this watercourse. 

• the use of Lot 66 (an unconstructed public right-of-way) is not considered appropriate given the 
steep sloping land across the right-of-way. The City’s Engineering Branch has advised that the 
steep east–west slope across the right-of-way would significantly impact its ability to be 
constructed in accordance with relevant requirements. It is understood that this right-of-way was 
originally created to service a possible rural living subdivision of the subject land. This 
alternative has the potential to result in significant traffic volume increases into the rural living 
land and local rural standard road network which would require substantial upgrading to 
accommodate the traffic volume increases. 

The report goes on to outline safety and environmental concerns that have apparently been ignored by Main Roads. It 
notes that South Western Highway is classified as a category 2 road under plan SP 693/5, under which direct access 
may be supported and approved. I am aware that Main Roads is hesitant to allow any access from the highway due to 
safety and traffic management concerns, but as someone who drives this stretch of road multiple times a day, I am 
certain that, if anything, this development would improve safety along this section of road. People already pull off to 
the side of the highway to access the Bungendore bridle paths and walking trails. There is also a problem with people 
illegally riding dirt bikes through this area. The minister could drive along this road on any day of the weekend or 
a weekday and see cars parked on the degraded gravel verge. These vehicles are currently pulling off onto an extremely 
dangerous gravel section and then pulling out onto a 90-kilometre-an-hour zoned highway. The proponent has 
indicated that they will construct a slip entry, which would allow traffic to safely slow down and enter the property, 
creating a safer transition than is currently occurring. Main Roads’ preferred alternative of Rails Crescent has no such 
slip lane and cannot accommodate the up to 250 people who will be in attendance at the temple during peak times. 
Everyone concerned, including one of the minister’s own departments, agrees that the safest and most appropriate 
access to this development is from South Western Highway. The only inexplicable hold-up is Main Roads. I ask the 
minister to let commonsense prevail and for her to direct Main Roads to assess the application, keeping in mind the 
JDAP approval and the support from both the Western Australian Planning Commission and the City of Armadale. 
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MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.25 am]: I thank the member for Darling Range for 
the grievance and I welcome the community here in the gallery this evening. 

Mrs A.K. Hayden: Morning! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: This morning, sorry; there have been a couple of late nights here in the Parliament. The member 
for Jandakot has also raised this issue with me. I understand that he met with representatives from the community 
on this issue. 
Access to major highways and how we balance the land use needs of the local area with the need to have safe roads 
is always a contentious issue. I do not think the member for Darling Range raised road safety at all in her contribution. 
However, she did make a number of misleading comments. In many instances, communities work with lobbyists 
or other proponents, who sometimes do not provide the right advice to them along the way. I want to reassure the 
community that we are very keen to facilitate new places of worship. In my electorate of West Swan, we have 
a Hindu temple, a Sikh temple and a Buddhist temple. What I have experienced is that these institutions work in 
really well with the local community. Of course, on special days, a lot of people enter and exit these sites. That is 
something we manage well in the West Swan community, and I know it will be managed well in that community too. 
The key issue, of course, is access, as well as the differing bits of advice the member has given today when compared 
with some of the realities. For there to be direct access from South Western Highway, significant expenditure 
would have to be undertaken. The joint development assessment panel said that the proponent would have to work 
with Main Roads to get a safe entrance and exit, and that that would require a significant expenditure of money. 
However, that work would need to be undertaken. That was the advice from the JDAP. It did not say, “Just go ahead 
and do it”; it said the proponent would have to work with Main Roads. The warning from that process was that if 
the proponent took this path, they would be subject to the requirements of Main Roads. That is what was required. 
I understand that the right of way was created to service this type of block. 
Main Roads will continue to work with the proponent. Maybe there can be some more direct conversations with 
the people involved to see what can be facilitated. However, I do not think facilitating wrong advice is good for 
local communities. I do not think that is fair. I do not think people should be led astray or that incorrect claims 
should be made in this place. My view is that we will continue to work on this issue, but road safety is a big issue. 
If the member for Darling Range does not think road safety is an issue with South Western Highway, that is another 
point, but road safety is an issue in that environment. Main Roads has an obligation to make sure that there are safe 
entrances and exits in that area, particularly because of the nature of that road—where it sits, how it lies, curvatures 
in that area and the fact that South Western Highway carries a lot of traffic per day and will continue to do so over 
time. As I said, I would go through all the member’s facts if they were facts. I am afraid they are not facts, but — 
Mrs A.K. Hayden: The WAPC report is where I got that information. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I wrote to the member on this issue and she did not refer at all to the comments and facts I put 
in my letter to her.  
Mrs A.K. Hayden: I do not think I received that letter, minister. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It was sent in April. 
Mrs A.K. Hayden: I will have a look. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member should. She should maybe do her research.  
We will continue to work to facilitate safe entrances onto, and exits from, the highway. Frankly, the member coming 
into this chamber and presenting wrong information does not do the cause any good. The fact is that developers 
have to work with state agencies such as Main Roads. Sometimes members lead communities astray with some of 
the advice they give. However, in this chamber I make the commitment to the community that we will work 
together to try to facilitate a good outcome. I will ask the member for Jandakot to help me do that. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr I.C. Blayney): Minister and member for Darling Range, we do have to move straight 
on to the next grievance, which is from the member for Kalamunda.  
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